
REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

DATE:  OCTOBER 10, 2012 

 

TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

FROM:  GREG RAMIREZ, CITY MANAGER 

 

BY: MIKE KAMINO, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

SUBJECT: APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 12-1689; ACCEPTING FROM 

CONRAD N. HILTON FOUNDATION THE DONATION OF 

CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY, BY GRANT DEED, AS DEDICATED 

OPEN SPACE; AND APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 12-1690; 

ACCEPTING A CONSERVATION EASEMENT; AND 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND 

RECORD CERTIFCATES OF ACCEPTANCE AS NECESSARY.  THE 

PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 30440 AND 30500 AGOURA ROAD 

(A.P.N. 2061-002-024 AND 2061-002-048) 

  

 

The request before the City Council is to consider approving Resolution No. 12-1689, accepting 

from Conrad N. Hilton Foundation the donation of certain real property, by Grant Deed, as 

dedicated open space.  Staff also requests the City Council to consider approving Resolution No. 

12-1690, accepting from Conrad N. Hilton Foundation a conservation easement.  Conrad N. 

Hilton Foundation’s property is located at 30440 and 30500 Agoura Road, in the Ladyface 

Mountain Specific Plan area. 

 

On March 9, 2011, the City Council approved Conditional Use Permit Case No. 09-CUP-001, 

allowing for the phased development of four office buildings to be located at 30440 and 30500 

Agoura Road.  Per the project conditions of approval of City Council Resolution No. 11-1618, 

and prior to the first Certificate of Occupancy for the project, the applicant is required to dedicate 

their portion of land located above the 1,100-foot elevation to the City and record a conservation 

easement for this dedication.  The applicant also is required to provide an easement for public 

use of the east-west pedestrian hiking trail adopted for the Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan, as 

specified in the Development Agreement approved for this project on March 23, 2011, by 

Ordinance No. 11-384.  The Development Agreement specifies the dedication and conveyance of 

the open space property to occur by map or grant deed to the City.  The applicant also reserved 

the right in the Development Agreement to deed restrict the property in perpetuity for open space 

use only, with the right of the City to install a pedestrian-only trail, provided that there be no 

staging area or permanent structures on the property, and that the trail be located no less than 300 

feet from the Foundation’s nearest building.   
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Consistent with these requirements, Conrad N. Hilton Foundation is offering to donate to the 

City, by Grant Deed, 23.3 acres of open space land that is located above the 1,100-foot elevation.  

In addition, the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation is offering to restrict an additional 14 acres of their 

land, located between the approved building pad areas and the property being offered for 

donation, with a conservation easement in favor of the City for open space purposes, through the 

City Council’s acceptance of a “Declaration of Open Space Covenant and Restriction.” 

 

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation anticipates occupying their first of four potential buildings on their 

property by the end of October, 2012. If the land donation is accepted, the property could be 

transferred from the City, through separate future action by the City Council, to the Mountains 

Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA), and the City could maintain a conservation 

easement over the property.  Conrad N. Hilton’s land donation is not contingent on any other 

discretionary action by the City.  Future development on the applicant’s property would be 

subject to separate review and entitlements from the City and will be reviewed on its own merits. 

 

Staff requests the City Council accept, with gratitude, the donation and conservation easement as 

being consistent with the requirements of the Conditional Use Permit Case No. 09-CUP-001 and 

the Development Agreement between the City of Agoura Hills and Conrad N. Hilton 

Foundation.  Prior to execution and delivery of the certificate of acceptance, the City Manager or 

his designee will be required to obtain and review a title report and obtain a title insurance policy 

to verify that the property is free from any liens or encumbrances, or shall secure appropriate 

indemnification from the grantor.   

   

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff respectfully recommends the City Council approve Resolution No. 12-1689, accepting 

from Conrad N. Hilton Foundation the donation of certain real property, by Grant Deed, as 

dedicated open space.  Staff also respectfully requests the City Council approve Resolution No. 

12-1690, accepting from Conrad N. Hilton Foundation a conservation easement, and authorize 

the City Manager to execute and record certificates of acceptance as necessary. 

 

 
Attachments: Resolution No. 12-1689 and Grant Deed 

 Resolution No. 12-1689 and Declaration of Open Space Covenant and Restriction 
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RESOLUTION NO. 12-1689 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

AGOURA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, ACCEPTING THE DONATION 

OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY, BY GRANT DEED, AS 

DEDICATED OPEN SPACE AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND RECORD CERTIFICATES OF 

ACCEPTANCE AS NECESSARY 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS DOES HEREBY FIND AND 

RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2011, the City Council of the City of Agoura Hills adopted 

Resolution No. 11-1618, approving Conditional Use Permit Case No. 09-CUP-001, allowing for 

the phased development of four office buildings to be located at 30440 and 30500 Agoura Road.   

 

WHEREAS, the conditions of approval of City Council Resolution No. 11-1618, 

provides that the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation (“Grantor”), shall dedicate a portion of land 

located above the 1,100-foot elevation to the City and record a conservation easement for this 

dedication.   

 

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2011, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 11-382, 

approving a Development Agreement, between the City and Grantor, which also states that 

Grantor shall provide an easement for public use of the east-west pedestrian hiking trail adopted 

for the Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan. 

 

WHEREAS, Grantor has voluntarily offered to donate to the City of Agoura Hills (“the 

City”) 23.3 acres of land as dedicated open space; and 

 

WHEREAS, the property proposed to be donated by Grantor (“Property”) is located 

generally south of Agoura Road, west of Reyes Adobe Road, at 30440 and 30500 Agoura Road, 

in the location specified in the Grant Deed, attached as Exhibit A, attached hereto and 

incorporated by reference; and  

 

WHEREAS, the assessor’s parcel numbers for the portions of property proposed to be 

donated are: 2061-002-024 and 2061-002-048; and  

 

WHEREAS, the donation and acceptance of such Property is consistent with the 

requirements of Conditional Use Permit Case No. 09-CUP-001 and the Development Agreement 

between the City of Agoura Hills and Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Sections 37354 and 37355, the City may 

accept such Property and may hold and dispose of the Property for such uses as are prescribed in 

the terms of the gift, bequest, or devise. 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 65402, the City has considered the 

acceptance of the Property to determine whether such Property conforms to the General Plan, 

and has determined that the acceptance of the Property with the intent of preserving it as open 

space conforms to the General Plan, in that the Property will be preserved as open space 

consistent with the Planned Development District designation. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. Acceptance of the Property is consistent with the City’s General Plan and will further the 

public interest in protecting open space in the City. 

 

2. The action taken by this Resolution (i.e., acceptance of the proposed Property as open 

space)  is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources 

Code Section 21000 et seq., “CEQA”), pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the state CEQA 

Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et seq.) because the action 

does not have any potential for causing a significant effect on the environment, as it can be seen 

with certainty that the acceptance of undeveloped, open space property for maintenance as open 

space in perpetuity will not affect a physical change and will not cause any significant impact on 

the environment.. 

 

3. The City of Agoura Hills hereby accepts, with gratitude, the voluntary donation of the 

Property from Grantor and authorizes the City Manager to execute the Certificate of Acceptance 

and any other documents necessary to complete such transaction, subject to and contingent upon 

the requirements set forth in Section 4 of this Resolution. 

 

4. Prior to execution and delivery of the Certificate of Acceptance to Grantor, the City 

Manager or his designee shall obtain and review a title report and obtain a title insurance policy 

to verify that the Property is free from any liens or encumbrances, or shall secure appropriate 

indemnification from Grantor. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 10
th

 day of October, 2012, by the 

following vote to wit: 

 

 AYES:  (0) 

 NOES:  (0) 

 ABSTAIN: (0)  

 ABSENT: (0) 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

John M. Edelston, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Kimberly M. Rodrigues, MMC, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

(GRANT DEED) 
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RESOLUTION NO. 12-1690 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

AGOURA HILLS, CALIFORNIA, ACCEPTING A 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE 

CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND RECORD 

CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTANCE AS NECESSARY 

 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS DOES HEREBY FIND AND 

RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2011, the City Council of the City of Agoura Hills adopted 

Resolution No. 11-1618, approving Conditional Use Permit Case No. 09-CUP-001, allowing for 

the phased development of four office buildings to be located at 30440 and 30500 Agoura Road.   

 

WHEREAS, the conditions of approval of City Council Resolution No. 11-1618, 

provides that the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation (“Declarant”), dedicate a portion of land located 

above the 1,100-foot elevation to the City and record a conservation easement for this dedication.   

 

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2011, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 11-382, 

approving a Development Agreement, between the City and the Declarant, which also states that 

the Declarant shall provide an easement for public use of the east-west pedestrian hiking trail 

adopted for the Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan. 

 

WHEREAS, Declarant has voluntarily offered to restrict 14 acres of its privately owned 

land as restricted open space; and 

 

WHEREAS, the property proposed to be restricted for open space purposes (“Property”) 

is located generally south of Agoura Road, west of Reyes Adobe Road, at 30440 and 30500 

Agoura Road, in the location specified in the Declaration of Open Space Covenant and 

Restriction as Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated by reference; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Open Space Covenant and Restriction, attached as 

Exhibit A, constitutes a conservation easement (“Conservation Easement”) in favor of the City, 

within the meaning of California Civil Code Section 815.1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the assessor’s parcel numbers for the portions of property proposed to be 

dedicated for open space purposes are: 2061-002-024 and 2061-002-048; and  

 

WHEREAS, the restriction of such Property and open space covenant are consistent with 

the requirements of Conditional Use Permit Case No. 09-CUP-001 and the Development 

Agreement between the City of Agoura Hills and Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 65402, the City has considered the 

acceptance of the Conservation Easement to determine whether such Conservation Easement 
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conforms to the General Plan, and has determined that the acceptance of the Conservation 

Easement, with the intent of preserving it as open space conforms to the General Plan, in that the 

Property will be preserved as open space consistent with the Planned Development District 

designation. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. Acceptance of the Conservation Easement is consistent with the City’s General Plan and 

will further the public interest in protecting open space in the City. 

 

2. The action taken by this Resolution (i.e., acceptance of the proposed Conservation 

Easement as open space)  is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq., “CEQA”), pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the 

state CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Section 15000 et seq.) because 

the action does not have any potential for causing a significant effect on the environment, as it 

can be seen with certainty that the acceptance of undeveloped, open space property as a 

Conservation Easement and for maintenance as open space in perpetuity will not affect a 

physical change and will not cause any significant impact on the environment. 

 

3. The City of Agoura Hills hereby accepts, with gratitude, the voluntary donation of the 

Conservation Easement from Declarant and authorizes the City Manager to execute the 

Certificate of Acceptance and any other documents necessary to complete such transaction, 

subject to and contingent upon the requirements set forth in Section 4 of this Resolution.  

 

4. Prior to execution and delivery of the Certificate of Acceptance to Declarant, the City 

Manager or his designee shall obtain and review a title report and obtain a title insurance policy 

to verify that the Property is free from any liens or encumbrances, or shall secure appropriate 

indemnification from the Declarant. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 10
th

 day of October, 2012, by the 

following vote to wit: 

 

 AYES:  (0) 

 NOES:  (0) 

 ABSTAIN: (0)  

 ABSENT: (0) 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

John M. Edelston, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Kimberly M. Rodrigues, MMC, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

(DECLARATION OF OPEN SPACE COVENANT AND RESTRICTION) 
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