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Greg Ainsworth 

Memo 
To: Allison Cook, Assistant Planning Director 

From: Greg Ainsworth, Oak Tree Consultant 

Date: May 26, 2016  

Re: Oakmont Senior Living Oak Tree Assessment 
 

I reviewed the Oak Tree Report and Site Plan packet (e.g., grading and landscape plans) 
for the proposed Oakmont Senior Living project. In addition, I visited the site on May 18, 
2016 to verify the oak trees located on the property, which includes verifying if any oak 
trees could potentially be affected by the demolition and removal of a cement building 
foundation. 

The Oak Tree report indicates that no oak trees would be removed, which appears to be 
true based on my review of the report, site plans, and field verification. As indicated in 
the Oak Tree Report, Oak Trees OSL-10, OSL-54, and OSL-55 would be encroached by 
the proposed retaining wall.  The site plans (e.g., landscape plan) does not include tree 
numbers or the protective zones of the trees; therefore, I am unable to verify which trees 
would be encroached, and to what extent.  The Oak Tree Report does not include a tree 
map, nor does it include ANY data on the trees, such as species, trunk diameter, height, 
canopy spread, protective zone, physical condition, health, etc.    

The applicant must include the tree numbers and protective zones on a site plan map, so 
that the amount of encroachment to each tree can be estimated. Moreover, data on each 
tree, especially those that would be encroached, must be provided with the Oak Tree 
Report.  The Oak Tree Report must be prepared in accordance with the guidelines set 
forth in the Oak Tree Preservation Guidelines. 
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Greg Ainsworth 

Memo 
To: Allison Cook, Assistant Planning Director 

From: Greg Ainsworth, Oak Tree Consultant 

Date: August 3, 2016  

Re: Oakmont Senior Living Oak Tree Assessment 
 

An initial review of the Oak Tree Report and Site Plan packet (e.g., grading and 
landscape plans) for the proposed Oakmont Senior Living project was conducted in May 
2016, and a memorandum dated May 26, 2016 was prepared by Greg Ainsworth that 
outlined missing information needed to provide a thorough assessment of proposed 
impacts to protected oak trees. The missing information indicated in the May 
memorandum included the following: 

• All tree numbers and protective zones must be depicted on a site plan map, so 
that the amount of encroachment to each tree can be estimated. 

• Data on each tree, especially those that would be encroached, must be provided 
with the Oak Tree Report.  The Oak Tree Report must be prepared in accordance 
with the guidelines set forth in the Oak Tree Preservation Guidelines. 

• The Oak Tree Report must be prepared in accordance with the guidelines set forth 
in the Oak Tree Preservation Guidelines. 

A revised Oak Tree Report for the Oakmont Senior Living project was submitted, which 
includes an Oak Tree Map that accurately depicts the tree numbers and protective zones 
of all City-protected trees located on the property. In addition, the revised tree report 
includes a summary of the oak tree data that was collected for each City-protected oak 
tree located on the property.  In summary, the recently submitted Oak Tree Report has 
been prepared in accordance with the City’s Oak Tree Preservation Guidelines. 

The Oak Tree report indicates that no oak trees would be removed, which appears to be 
accurate based on my review of the report, site plans, and field verification. As indicated 
in the Oak Tree Report, Oak Trees OSL-10, OSL-54, and OSL-55 would be encroached 
by the proposed retaining wall.  The following condition will be required to protect and 
preserve all oak trees located on the property. 
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Oak Tree Protection and Preservation  

1. All oak trees located on the property that would be encroached or otherwise avoided shall 
be preserved in perpetuity.  
 

2. An Oak Tree Permit Application and associated fees shall be submitted to the city, and 
approved, prior to the initiation of any ground disturbance activities.  
 

3. All subsurface ground disturbance that will occur within the protective zone of an oak tree 
shall be performed using only hand tools under the direct observation of the applicant’s 
oak tree consultant. If vegetation clearing or grading is not feasible within the protective 
zone with the use of hand tools, mechanical equipment may be allowed, so long as a 
certified arborist is present to ensure that no impacts occur to the oak tree. 
 

4. Prior to the start of any work or mobilization at the site, protective fencing shall be installed 
at the protective zone of preserved oak trees that are located within a minimum of 100 
feet of areas where ground disturbance will occur. The applicant or their consulting 
arborist shall consult the City’s Oak Tree Consultant to determine the exact fencing 
configuration and appropriate fencing material, and submit a fencing plan subject to 
approval by the City’s Oak Tree Consultant. 
 

5. The applicant shall provide a minimum of 48 hours notice to the City Oak Tree Consultant 
prior to the start of any work within the protected zone of any oak tree. 
 

6. No grading, scarifying or other soil disturbance shall be permitted within the portion of a 
protected zone of any oak tree except as specifically required to complete the approved 
scope of work. 
 

7. No vehicles, equipment, materials, spoil or other items shall be used or placed within the 
protected zone of any oak tree at any time, except as specifically required to complete the 
approved work. 
 

8. No irrigation or ground cover shall be installed within the Protective Zone of any existing 
oak tree unless specifically approved by the City Oak Tree Consultant and the Planning 
Director. 
 

9. Prior to removal of the protective fencing, the applicant shall contact the City Oak Tree 
Consultant to perform a final inspection. The applicant shall proceed with any remedial 
measures the City Oak Tree Consultant deems necessary to protect or preserve the 
health of the subject oak tree at that time. 
 

10. No pruning of live wood of an oak tree (including branches and roots) shall be permitted 
unless specifically authorized by the City Oak Tree Consultant and/or following an 
approved oak tree permit. Any authorized pruning shall be performed by a qualified 
arborist under the direct observation of the applicant’s oak tree consultant. All pruning 
operations shall be consistent with ANSI A300 Standards – Part 1 Pruning and the most 
recent edition of the International Society of Arboriculture Best Management Practices for 
Tree Pruning. 
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11. No herbicides shall be used within 100 feet of the dripline of any oak tree unless the 
program is first reviewed and endorsed by the City Oak Tree Consultant. 
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