
 REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
DATE: AUGUST 11, 2021 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM: NATHAN HAMBURGER, CITY MANAGER 
 
BY:  RAMIRO ADEVA, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 21-1982; ESTABLISHING A 2021 

LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM  
 
 
On July 14, 2021, the City Council discussed and provided direction to staff on revisions 
to the proposed Draft 2021 Legislative Platform. Those revisions have been 
incorporated into the final draft and are highlighted in red text.   
 
The attached Resolution No. 21-1982 has been reviewed by the City Attorney and 
approved as to form.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff respectfully recommends the City Council adopt Resolution No. 21-1982; 
Establishing a 2021 Legislative Platform. 
 
Attachment: Resolution No. 21-1982 



 
 

                      RESOLUTION NO. 21-1982 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY  OF AGOURA 
HILLS, CALIFORNIA, ESTABLISHING A 2021 LEGISLATIVE 
PLATFORM 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to adopt a legislative action platform which 
strengthens local government, promotes City goals, and defends the City against legislative 
actions by the State and Federal governments that would weaken local government or take 
away traditional revenue sources; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is vital to the fiscal health and the self determination of the City to 

effectively communicate with State legislators and Federal representatives in order to 
favorably influence legislation, regulations, and grant requests; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City desires to be proactive and involved in the governmental 

decision-making process directly affecting the City legislative priorities identified in Exhibit 
"A", and other selected issues as may be recommended from time to time by the National 
League of Cities, League of California Cities (CalCities), the Southern California Association 
of Governments (SCAG) and other agencies conducting legislative analysis and advocacy 
on behalf of cities; and 

 
WHEREAS, a legislative action platform will allow City officials and staff to 

communicate more effectively, and in a more timely manner, with elected officials at the 
Federal, State, and County levels and coordinate with similar efforts made by other local 
government entities. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 

Agoura Hills as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. The City of Agoura Hills hereby establishes a Legislative Action 
Platform for 2021 by adopting the principles attached in Exhibit "A". 

 
SECTION 2.  The City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager, and staff 

designated by the City Manager, to take positions on legislation 
and/or state and federal regulations, as applicable, that are 
generally consistent with the Legislative Platform through the form 
of letters or other written communication and or verbal contacts with 
appropriate state and federal staff.  Letters of support and/or letters 
of opposition are to be signed by the Mayor and if the Mayor is not 
available, such letters shall be signed by the Mayor Pro Tem.  If 
neither the Mayor nor the Mayor Pro Tem are available, such letters 
shall be signed by the City Manager with notification to the City 
Council. 

 



. 
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SECTION 3. This resolution is to take effect as of the date passed, approved,  
and adopted. 

 
 PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 11th day of August, 2021, by the 
following vote to wit: 

 
AYES:  ()  
NOES:          () 
ABSENT: () 
ABSTAIN: () 

 
 
           
     _______________________________ 

       Denis Weber, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Kimberly M. Rodrigues, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

DRAFT 2021 LEGISLATION PLATFORM 

 
Community Development 

A. Housing 

We Support: 

• Legislation that allows local government to make decisions regarding housing 
density levels. 

• Legislation that pursues fair and equitable housing development. 

• Efforts to ensure fair allocation of tax credits for the Southern California 
region. 

• Legislation that limits housing density in Very High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones and High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that waives and/or exempts housing developments from 
compliance with local government regulations and environmental 
safeguards. 

• Legislation that threatens to override or lessen local control.   

B. Economic Development 

We Support: 

• Legislation that acknowledges local agency efforts to positively impact 
business growth, revitalize communities, and remove blight through projects 
that increase locally generated revenue. 

• Efforts to develop and promote policies, legislation, and grants that help cities 
foster greater economic opportunity. 

• Efforts to preserve successor agency funding mechanisms and do not impair 
agencies' ability to meet existing legal and contractual obligations. 

• Efforts to retain and expand existing businesses, and attract new businesses 
to the City.  

• Legislation that provides tangible and productive tools and incentives to 
support job creation and retention. 
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• Actions that promote California tourism and local businesses which help 
create revenue streams. 

 

We Oppose: 

• Efforts to usurp local zoning authority.  

• Legislation that erodes the ability of cities to condition and/or deny projects 
and/or businesses that negatively impact the community. 

Public Health and Safety 

A. Public Safety and Crime Prevention 

We Support: 

• Legislation and the pursuit of grants to fund new technology and equipment; 
improve and replace existing technology and equipment for public safety 
personnel that serve the Agoura Hills community. 

• Legislation and pursue grants that provide for public safety personnel to 
operate specialized operations that promote traffic and general public 
safety. Examples of these types of programs are seat belt safety checks, 
DUI check points, Sheriff Teen Traffic Offender Program (STTOP). 

• Legislation that provides funding for equipment, training, and exercises 
that enhance local capabilities to mitigate, prepare, respond, and recover 
from terrorist attacks, natural disasters including, but not limited to, 
wildfires, and civil unrest. 

 
• Legislation improving the security and safety of school children in and 

around school zones within the Las Virgenes Unified School District. 
 

• Legislation that promotes accountability, inclusion, and equality with law 
enforcement. 

 
• Efforts and grants to improve local and regional Homeland Security 

Measures. 
 

• Legislation and grants that would provide funding for innovative crime fighting 
strategies such as alley lighting, etc. 

 
• Legislation that provides additional funding to public agencies and/or law 

enforcement to assist in dealing with homelessness. 
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We Oppose: 

• Legislation attempts to restrict or retract local zoning control and 
governance over medical marijuana dispensaries. 

• Legislation that attempts to restrict local control and governance of 
homelessness issues within a community. 

B. Public Health 

We Support: 

• Legislation and grants that provide for the reduction of youth obesity. 

• Legislation and grants that provide funding for education and programs for the 
reduction of substance abuse among teens and adolescent youth. 

• Legislation and grants that provide additional funding for public health 
programs, including substance abuse programs, services, infrastructure, and 
bioterrorism response enhancements. 

• Legislation and grants that provide additional funding for public health 
programs for the care and well-being of the Senior Citizen population. 

• Legislation that plans for, and protects against, the spread of diseases and 
pandemic-related risks, and provides financial assistance in responding and 
preparing for pandemic-related matters. 

• Legislation and grants that provide funding for mental wellness, healthy 
lifestyle, and mental health services for people of all ages, including families. 

Economic Stability and Financial Development 

A. City Resources 

We Support: 

• Legislation that strengthens and expands ongoing revenue for the City, 
including the redistribution of sales tax, property tax, COPS grants, 
Proposition 172 funds, gas tax (HUTA), transient occupancy tax (TOT), 
and vehicle in-lieu fees (VLF). 

• Efforts to protect and strengthen City revenue sources from diversion by 
the State or Governor. 

• Legislation that would reform or increase transparency and accountability 
into the legislative appropriations process. 
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We Oppose: 

• Legislation that would reduce the amount of revenues to the General Fund and 
Successor Agencies from the State to local governments. 

• Legislation that would reduce the City autonomy and flexibility in dealing with 
the financing of public service. 

• Legislation that limits authority of local government to negotiate 
indemnification protection in public contracts. 

• Legislation that would prohibit, or limit, local governments’ ability to contract 
out for the provision of services. 

B. Tax Base 

We Support: 

• Legislation that seeks a balance in overall revenue structure between 
stable and economically sensitive revenues. 

• Legislation that would result in more equitable distribution of sales tax to 
the City. 

• Efforts to simplify the collection of sales taxes nationwide. 

• Legislation that would result in an equitable method for collecting and 
distributing sales taxes generated through internet and catalog sales. 

• Efforts to exempt cities from paying State sales tax. 

• Efforts to assist local businesses and hotels in recovering from natural 
disasters and pandemic-related losses. 

We Oppose: 

• Any actions that attempt to dilute the City’s tax base. 

• Legislation that undermines and pre-empts local authority over local taxes 
and fees. 

C. State Mandates 

We Support: 
 

• Legislation that seeks a balance between local government mandated 
obligations and State funding for implementation. 
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 We Oppose: 
 

• Legislation that would place a mandate on the City without providing the funds 
necessary to carry out the mandated program.  Render mandates invalid if 
not fully funded. 
 

• Legislation that would require any mandated obligations to continue without 
funding until the mandate has been eliminated. 

D. Business and Workforce Development 

We Support: 

• Efforts that will enhance the City’s ability to create (maintain) a strong, 
viable, and productive workforce. 

• Efforts to allocate revenues to small business incentive programs that will 
encourage innovation, create new jobs, and train workers. 

• Efforts to increase investment in programs that assist in the development of 
creative and tourism-related industries. 

• Efforts to increase diversity and inclusiveness in the workplace.  

Environment and Energy 

A. Air/Water Quality 

We Support: 

• Legislation that improves air quality in Agoura Hills and surrounding areas. 

• Legislation and grants that encourage electrification of municipal fleets. 

• Legislation that provides incentives and rewards for cities that promote the 
use of electric vehicles and installation of EV infrastructure. 

• Reasonable environmental regulations aimed at enhancing improved air 
and water quality as long as they provide for funding mechanisms and are 
not a financial hardship on the City, while affording the City the flexibility to 
oppose EPA standards not deemed reasonable. 

• Efforts to improve cleanup and improvements of waterways that affect the 
City of Agoura Hills and regional area. 

• Legislation aimed specifically at providing funding for the study, design, 
and/or construction of Air/Water Quality Improvements. 

• Efforts and grants, including partnerships with the private sector that 
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provide assistance to environmental cleanup projects.  

• Measures that would reduce the cost of compliance with environmental 
regulations. 

• Efforts to improve clean-up and capital improvements for rivers and 
waterways that affect the City, including innovative water reclamation and 
filtration techniques. 

B. Storm Water 

We Support: 

• Legislation and grants that provide for funding mechanisms to assist in 
compliance with regulatory requirements. 

• Legislation aimed specifically at providing funding for the development of 
studies, design, and/or construction of storm water quality improvements. 

• Efforts to provide and/or increase funding for compliance with Total 
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and the City’s respective NPDES MS4 
permit. 

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that increases NPDES Permit fees and/or tries to remove 
Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP) language from MS4 permits. 

C. Open Space/Recreational Trails 

We Support: 

• Legislation and grants that encourage the preservation of open space in 
areas within the City of Agoura Hills, and surrounding areas such as the 
Santa Monica Mountains and the Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreational Area. 

• Legislation and grants that seek to preserve, expand, or enhance the 
recreational trails within, and directly connected to, Agoura Hills. 

• Legislation and grants that seek to expand or enhance local educational 
efforts on trails and natural environments that exist in Agoura Hills and the 
surrounding areas, including the Santa Monica Mountains and the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreational Area. 
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D. Energy 

We Support: 

• Legislation that promotes reliable affordable energy for businesses and 
residents. 

• Legislation that creates and funds new alternative energy sources that 
utilize environmentally friendly energy applications, without placing an 
undue burden on the City of Agoura Hills. 

• Funding and other incentives for local government and private industry 
projects and planning strategies to promote sustainability in infrastructure 
and operations, greater energy efficiency, and lower energy usage. 

• Legislation and grants that encourage the installation of solar and micro-
grid infrastructure. 

• Efforts to promote 100% electrification of existing and/or new development. 

• Legislation that requires, and grants that assist, electricity operators to 
improve the energy grid in order to minimize and/or prevent the need for 
Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 

• Legislation that requires utilities to coordinate operations more closely with 
local agencies. 

E. Solid Waste/Recycling 

We Support: 

• Legislation that provides cities with financial assistance for programs 
designed to provide for the safe disposal of solid, hazardous, and special 
waste. 

• Legislation that streamlines AB 939/AB 341, and SB 1383 tracking and 
reporting requirements. 

• Legislation that promotes source reduction measures without creating an 
unfunded mandate. 

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that would restrict or limit local government’s ability to franchise 
refuse and recycling collection services, to direct municipal solid waste flow 
(flow control), or to contractually require haulers to guarantee achievement 
of AB 939/AB 341, and SB 1383 goals. 
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F. Global Warming/Climate Change 

We Support: 

• Legislation that provides cities with financial assistance and/or grants for 
implementation of programs and policies that align with an approved 
Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP).  These can include, but are 
not limited to, establishing cooling and charging centers, as well as electric 
vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure. 

• Efforts from other surrounding/partnering agencies that share in achieving 
the same goals and objectives of the City as outlined in an approved CAAP. 

• Collaboration with other agencies on ways to prepare for the expected 
effects and impacts of climate change such as increased frequency of 
wildfires, increase number of extreme heat days, higher propensity for 
flooding, and increased drought conditions.  

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that reduces, prevents, or limits local control in addressing 
climate change with methods most appropriate for the community. 

Neighborhood Development 

A. Community Art 

We Support: 

• Legislation that assists the City in obtaining funding for community cultural 
arts programming. 

• Legislation and grants that support community arts education for people of 
all ages, including collaborative engagement with the local school district. 

B. Parks and Recreation 

We Support: 

• Legislation and grants to fund parks, recreation, capital improvements, and 
programs to increase the quality of life for the Agoura Hills community. 

• Legislation that would allow grant funding that could be used for 
maintenance and operations of Parks and Recreation. 

• Legislation that limits the City’s liability at Parks and Recreation facilities to 
instances when the City has acted negligently. 

• Legislation and grants that promote health and wellness to people of all 
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ages, and strengthen families through recreational opportunities. 

C. Americans with Disabilities 

We Support: 

• Legislation and grants that provide financial relief for cities in making 
facilities and other public places accessible as mandated by the ADA. 

D. Libraries 

We Support: 

• Legislation, which enhances funding for public library programs and 
facilities. 

E. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 

We Support: 

• Efforts to maintain and maximize the City’s share of CDBG funding and 
retain the CDBG program as a separate and distinct federal program. 

Public Works and Transportation 

A. Public Works 

We Support: 

• Legislation to ensure the City maintains control of public right-of-way and 
allows the City to collect fair compensation for its use. 

• Efforts to maintain and increase funding for streets and road maintenance 
and transportation infrastructure programs. 

• Legislation that preserves the right of local government to set fee structures. 

• Efforts to increase funding for transportation programs and projects within 
the City, including operations and maintenance of existing infrastructure. 

• Continued advocacy for the State to repay all previous loans from any 
transportation sources to cities and guarantee long-term preservation of 
these funds through ongoing annual appropriations, which are sorely 
needed by cities for local roads. 

• Legislation that provides funding for the hardening, protection, installation, 
and reconstruction of public infrastructure assets prior to, during, and after 
emergencies. 
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We Oppose: 

• Legislation that would compromise local control in regard to refuse 
collection, recycling, and hazardous materials handling. 

• Legislation that redirects local transportation funds away from municipal 
agencies and counties. 

• Legislation that limits and/or decreases the existing amount of retention 
proceeds withheld from any payment by a public entity to the contractor 
on a public project. 

Human Resources/Risk Management 

A. Worker’s Compensation 

We Support: 

• Efforts to reform worker’s compensation statutes to simplify the system and 
reduce costs to employers. 

B. Pension/Labor Relations/Health Benefits 

We Support: 

• Approaches to recapture PERS funds including, but not limited to, making 
Pension Obligation Bond payments. 

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that would mandate additional benefits. 

• Legislation that precludes the City’s right to negotiate for additional pension 
benefits. 

• Legislation that seeks to hold the City liable for any calculation errors regarding 
PERS benefits. 

C. City’s Liability 

We Support: 

• Legislation and policies that shield cities from being treated as “deep pockets”. 

• Legislation that limits liability to instances when cities have acted negligently. 

• Legislation limiting the instances when cities have to pay damages without 
having acted negligently. 
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We Oppose: 

• Legislation that shifts financial liabilities from contractors and/or consultants to 
the City. 

Senior Services 

A. Senior Citizens 

We Support: 

• Legislation that provides funding for enhanced senior services, such as 
senior housing, recreational programs and transportation, to address the 
diverse needs of Agoura Hills’ senior community. 

• Legislation that would allow funding for educational, recreational, and 
physical fitness related programs for seniors. 

• Legislation and grants that provide funding for mental wellness, healthy 
lifestyle, and mental health services for seniors and caregivers. 

Youth and Education 

A. Youth 

We Support: 

• Legislation and grants that enhance the services provided to children, 
parents, and families, including early education programs. 

• Legislation and grants that promote the efforts of the City’s youth diversion 
and intervention programs. 

• Legislation that seeks to provide assistance to enhance services to children, 
parents, and families who are experiencing homelessness. 

• Legislation and grants that increase the level of safety and survival of youth, 
and support programs which reduce child abuse, accidental injury deaths, 
homicides of youth, gang involvement, misdemeanor and felony arrests and 
incidents of violence among youth. 

• Legislation that promotes the health, fitness, and overall mental wellness of 
youth in the Agoura Hills community. 

• Legislation and grants that increase the presence of youth participation in 
all levels of government decision making, such as local youth council and 
board participation, voting and civic engagement. 

• Legislation and grants that promote safe and effective social equity 
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programs, afterschool and out-of-school programming for youth and teens 
in the Agoura Hills area. 

B. Education 

We Support: 

• Collaboration with the Las Virgenes Unified School District to secure funding 
that assists in enhancement and further development of K-12 education. 

Additional Issues 

A. Telecommunications 

We Support: 

• Legislation that maximizes the benefit received through internet commerce, 
and to ensure local taxation authority of products purchased through the 
internet. 

• Legislation that closes loopholes that allow companies currently doing 
business in California to create dot-com subsidiaries to avoid collection of 
sales taxes on internet commerce. 

• Legislation that assists in the installation of broadband infrastructure, and 
accessibility of high-speed internet. 

• Legislation that assists with the implementation of “Smart City” technology 
and infrastructure. 

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that negatively impacts the City’s authority to manage and 
control public right-of-way and receive compensation for its use. 

• Legislation that pre-empts local authority to develop and broadcast public, 
educational and governmental access channels, community programming, 
and related services. 

• Legislation that restricts local control for cellular and/or energy transmission 
towers, with regard to, but not limited to, placement, size, frequency 
strength, and aesthetics. 
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B. Municipal Elections 

We Support: 

• Efforts that enable cities to maximize their ability to efficiently and effectively 
administer local elections. 

• Efforts to preserve and maintain fair and free elections for all citizens. 

We Oppose: 

• Efforts that impair, threaten, and/or compromise any citizen’s ability to vote. 

C. Support of Local Representatives on Issues Not Directly Affecting Agoura Hills 

We Support: 

• Reasonable legislation that is authored by one of the Legislative 
representatives for Agoura Hills when specific legislation does not have a 
direct effect on the City. 

C. Wildlife 

We Support: 

• Legislation and/or the pursuit of grants and financial assistance for wildlife 
conservation and connectivity in Agoura Hills, the Santa Monica Mountains, 
and the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. 

We Oppose: 

• The use of rodenticides and/or any other harmful substances that are found 
to severely impact the region’s wildlife. 

D. Unfunded Mandates 

We Support: 
 
• Legislation that protects and/or expands the City authority and rights over 

its affairs. 

We Oppose: 

• Legislation that places a mandate on the City without providing the funds 
necessary to implement a program, or complete a project. 
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