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To: Comments
Subject: Item 08090821
Date: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 2:11:13 PM

I own three lots on agoura road , west of Lewis,east of Cornell ,
 it is currently BPOR, can my property be considered for this project .
Beatrice elliott

Sent from my iPhone





 

 

 

 

The Honorable Denis Weber 
And Agoura Hills City Council  
Attn: Kimberly M. Rodrigues, MPPA, MMC, 
City Clerk  
Civic Center–City Hall 
30001 Ladyface Court 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
 
 
Re:   Agoura Hills City Council Agenda, September 8, 2021, Agenda Item No.8, Public Hearing Regarding the                       

Sixth Cycle Housing Element 2021-2029 Honorable Mayor Weber and City Council Members: 

 

Honorable Mayor Weber and City Council Members: 
 

As Architects who have practiced architecture in Agoura Hills and the surrounding area, we are aware of the 
upcoming review of the Objective Standards by City council.  Being that we have worked in the City and own 
property in the City we feel that it is in our interest to address several elements of the objective standards which 
are of concern. 
 

It is our opinion and, based on over 30 years experience in assisting clients in land planning projects, that the 
definition for setbacks and their interpretation in the Agoura Village Specific Plan are contradictory and flawed, 
regarding their implementation, and do not reflect the intent of the Agoura Village Specific Plan, and of the way 
setbacks are typically used. The AVSP considers multiple buildings on a site creating people spaces, driveways and 
landscape in between. The Setback code being currently utilized does not allow for that, by the way it is written and 
interpreted by planning staff. We would recommend a much clearer and more direct code which clearly defines a 
setback for an instance, from a property line, from a street or from a rear yard. Setbacks typically are used to define 
front, side and rear yards. There should not be a more than or less than, this can be achieved with building 
undulations, form and breakup. The code as written, creates confusion in how the envelope of a building is to be 
defined and it cancels the potential for a Multi building development. If one looks at the diagrams provided in the 
AVSP, we clearly see setbacks from the street and property line, and between buildings, and the diagrams clearly 
show the intent of how setbacks are to be used, and the envelope from which to develop within. 

Another code that should be evaluated and possibly changed is the method by which height of a building is measured. 
The AVSP measures building height from natural grade. Other parts of the City utilize finish grade, which is typical, to 
measure height. For example, if a low site is graded from natural grade upward to a higher finish grade a building’s 
height would be limited to the original “natural grade”, making it lower, but what if natural grade is high, then a 
structure’s height starts at that point (natural grade), making it higher. It seems that if the City 
wants the best of all conditions regarding building height it would be logical that height would be best defined from 
finish grade, rather than natural grade, as planning can control the finish grade within reason through the way a site 
will be graded. Finish grade allows for a more definitive interpretation of final building heights and how a site may be 
graded. And for that matter is used in other areas of the City. 
 
We respectfully encourage council to consider our input as they move through the decision process of adopting the 
Objective Standard. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity for us present these comments and concerns and to reiterate, there are 
stakeholders  in the Agoura Village ready and willing to work with the City to establish meaningful and realistic 
Standards for by-right development. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
__________________________    
Brian R. Poliquin, AIA, NCARB. Leed AP 
President  
 
 
 







 
State-mandated housing is a complicated issue and I applaud the Agoura Hills Planning
Department for its hard work and diligence, but the Planning Department serves
at whose behest? The buck stops with the City Council. 
 
Wildfires are real. The consequences of overdeveloping the wildland-urban
interface/VHFHSZ and at the mouth of the area’s singular evacuation route will be real. The
rest of the state is responding responsibly to the reality of wildfires. With all due respect,
why isn’t Agoura Hills? 

Respectfully submitted,
Rae Greulich
PRISMM
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the
world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has."  Margaret Mead




