
Funding for this project provided by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection as part of  
the California Climate Investments Program.

For more information, 
visit https://defensiblespace.org/

The size of the zones shown above are supported by research into home losses in 
wildfires, and are consistent with most local regulations at the time of publication. 
Based on this evidence and current CalFire standards, we show a maximum distance 
for native vegetation modification of 100’ from the house. However, the type of 
vegetation, terrain, and local regulations may require additional thinning beyond 100’. 
The Los Angeles County Fire Department may require up to 200’ of defensible space. 
Contact your local Fire Department for specific requirements.
 

Native vegetation is often protected by regulations, so do not remove previously 
unmodified habitat without first contacting your local County planning department 
for specific limitations and processes.

If you are neighboring a State Park or Protected Area, you may apply for a Boundary 
Vegetation Modification Right of Entry Permit (BVMROE) to address your desired 
defensible space. An approved permit allows homeowners or their contractor access 
to State Park land to trim vegetation within 130 feet of the closest habitable structure. 
To learn more about obtaining  a State Parks BVMROE permit to complete defensible 
space for your home, contact California State Parks at info@parks.ca.gov.
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1. Where is it most likely that fire will spread 
towards the property? 
 

This information will help you determine how to  
create efficient fire breaks as well as management  
of existing vegetation.  

2. Map out the defensible space zones around  
the home and any neighboring property that  
may be affected or overlapping properties. 
 

In order to increase safety neighbors are encourage 
collaborate on management of vegetation. 

3. Map out the fire crew access road and distances  
from fire engine to your home.  
 

It’s important to understand and apply the local 
guidelines for how the fire department will reach  
your community and individual properties.  

4. A few more questions to consider: What is your  
solar orientation? Is it sunny and hot or protected 
and cooler? What are your slope percentages?  
 

Your goal is to make informed decisions. Familiarizing 
yourself with the unique layout of your site will help 
you understand the complexity of it, and make the 
most out of its advantages and constraints.

Easy Zone by Zone  
Design Guide

Once you’ve established your location information, it’s time to analyze  
the property vulnerabilities by asking the following questions:

Zone 0 reduces the likelihood of ignition 
by embers landing on or near the direct 
surrounding of the house. This should be 
a "lean" or no planting zone.

Zone 1 should extend to a 50' offset from house 
where a > 20% slope is present. The goal of this 
zone is to create and maintain a landscape that, 
if ignited, will not transmit fire to the home.

Overlapping zones across property 
lines should be carefully considered  
by neighbors on the both sides.

Zone 2 should support habitat 
connectivity with surrounding 
wildlands while eliminating 
continuous, dense vegetation, 
to decrease the energy and 
speed of the wildfire.


