
REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

DATE: OCTOBER 22, 2008 

 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

FROM: GREG RAMIREZ, CITY MANAGER 

 

BY: MIKE KAMINO, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF THE AGOURA 

VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN AND FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

REPORT 

 

As background, the Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP) and the associated Final 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) were brought before the City Council on June 14, 2006. At 

that hearing, the AVSP, along with the associated General Plan Amendment, Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment, Zone Change, and Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan Amendment were adopted by 

the City Council. The Final EIR was also certified, along with adoption of the Statement of 

Overriding Considerations and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. 

 

A Writ of Mandate was issued in 2007 by the Superior Court of California, County of Los 

Angeles in the case of Mary Altmann vs. City of Agoura Hills. The Writ was entered on April 

20, 2007, directing that the City set aside its approval of the AVSP, its associated EIR, and 

zoning and General Plan amendments. The Writ required that for the AVSP to go forward, the 

City must prepare a new EIR or conduct some other appropriate environmental review that must 

include timely biological data, support re-planting of sensitive species through appropriate expert 

evidence, and provide a more complete discussion of why a reduced density specific plan 

alternative does not meet the project objectives. Pursuant to the Writ, the City prepared a revised 

updated EIR, which is included as Attachment 1. Also included is a memorandum summarizing 

the EIR (Attachment 2). 

 

No changes to the Agoura Village Specific Plan (June 2006) document are proposed. A memo 

summarizing the AVSP, for the City Council’s reference, is included as Attachment 3.  

 

On September 18, 2008, the Planning Commission adopted Resolution Nos. 946, 947, 948, 949, 

and 950 (Attachment 4). These resolutions recommend that the City Council adopt the AVSP; 

certify the Updated Final Revised and Recirculated EIR; approve a Statement of Overriding 

Considerations and a Mitigation Monitoring Program; and approve a General Plan Amendment, 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Zone Change, and an amendment to the Ladyface Mountain 

Specific Plan, all associated with adoption of the AVSP. At the hearing, three members of the 

public gave oral comments. Two of these individuals also submitted comment letters at the 

hearing. The comments were addressed by staff and the Planning Commission at the hearing. 

The minutes of the Planning Commission hearing are included as Attachment 5. 



As noted earlier, consistent with the Writ of Mandate, on May 9, 2007, the City Council repealed 

Resolution Numbers 06-1419, 06-1420 and 06-1421, and Ordinance Numbers 06-334 and 06-335, 

thereby repealing its certification of the Final EIR dated March 2006 and its adoption of the Agoura 

Village Specific Plan dated June 2006, along with the various related amendments. Pursuant to the 

Writ, a revised and updated EIR has been prepared. Therefore, the City Council’s role at this time is 

to reconsider these legislative items to adopt the AVSP.  

 

The following is a summary of each of the resolutions and ordinances that the City Council is 

being asked to consider. 

 

1.     Certify the Updated Final Revised and Recirculated EIR, Make Environmental 

Findings per CEQA Adopt the Statement of Overriding Considerations, Adopt 

the Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program, and Adopt the Agoura 

Village Specific Plan  

 

Attachment 6 is City Council Resolution No. 08-1503 certifying the Updated Final Revised and 

Recirculated EIR (Updated Final RR EIR) for the Agoura Village Specific Plan; making 

environmental findings pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); adopting 

a Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC); adopting a Mitigation Monitoring and 

Reporting Program (MMRP); and adopting the Agoura Village Specific Plan (AVSP).   

 

According to the CEQA Guidelines, certification of the Updated Final RR EIR consists of three 

steps. Prior to approving a project, the lead agency must certify that: (1) the Final EIR was 

completed in compliance with CEQA; (2) the Lead Agency (City) reviewed and considered the 

Final EIR before approving the project; and (3) the Final EIR reflects the agency’s independent 

judgment and analysis (Section 15090(a)). 

 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15091 requires written findings to support an agency’s approval of the 

project. The findings must be supported by substantial evidence in the record. The following two 

findings are necessary.   

 

• Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which 

avoid or substantially lessen the significant environment effect as identified in the Final 

EIR. 

 

• Specific economic, legal, social, technological or other considerations make infeasible 

the mitigation measures or project alternatives. (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15091).  

The resolution addresses the first finding by summarizing the impacts identified in the Updated 

Final RR EIR and briefly describing the mitigation measures required to reduce the impacts to a 

level of less than significant.  

The latter finding relates to the Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC). Pursuant to 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15093, if there remain significant environmental effects even with the 

adoption of all feasible mitigation measures or alternatives, the agency (City) must adopt an SOC 

before it can proceed with the project. As with the 2006 EIR, an SOC is necessary for the 



Updated RR Final EIR for air quality impacts and for traffic impacts along the segment of 

Agoura Road between Cornell and Kanan Roads. The actual SOC text is provided in the attached 

resolution. 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15097 requires an approving agency to adopt a Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program (MMRP) for measures needed to avoid or lessen a project’s significant 

effects. The purpose of such a program is to ensure that mitigation measures identified in the 

Updated Final RR EIR are implemented by listing the measures, the timeframe for their 

implementation, and the entity responsible for ensuring that they are carried out. These measures 

then become project conditions of approval for development projects proposed in the future in 

the Agoura Village area.  

The last item in this resolution is to adopt the AVSP. Prior to adoption, the City must find that 

the Specific Plan is consistent with the City’s General Plan. The attached resolution describes 

how the AVSP is consistent with various policies in the relevant elements of the General Plan. 

As part of adopting the AVSP, various ancillary actions are necessary as listed under Items 2-5 

below. 

With regard to the type of EIR prepared, as discussed on prior occasions, staff would like to 

reiterate that this is a Program EIR per CEQA. As such, upon adoption of the AVSP and 

certification of the Updated Final RR EIR, each future individual development project proposed 

in Agoura Village would be required to submit an application for an Agoura Village 

Development Permit (AVDP). Processing of the AVDP application would require separate 

CEQA review and documentation of that specific project prior to any discretion action being 

granted for that development project.  

2.    Zone Change 

Attachment 7 is City Council Ordinance No. 08-356 approving a zoning map change in the 

Agoura Village area from the various existing six designations to one designation of “Specific 

Plan” (SP).     

 

3.    Zoning Ordinance Amendment 

 

Attachment 8 is a City Council Ordinance No. 08-357 to approve a Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment to delete Chapter 5, Part 9 of the Zoning Ordinance, Agoura Village Overlay 

District Sections 9581-9584.6. As noted in Item 2 above, the “Agoura Village Overlay District” 

zone would be removed for this area and replaced with “Specific Plan,” as the Agoura Village 

Overlay is no longer needed. Sections 9496-9499 of the Zoning Ordinance currently apply to the 

“Specific Plan” zone, and no changes to this section are necessary to accommodate the proposed 

“Specific Plan” designation for the Agoura Village area.  

 

4.    General Plan Amendment 

 

Attachment 9 is City Council Resolution No. 08-1504 to approve a General Plan Amendment to 

change land use maps in the General Plan to reassign the four current various land use 



designations in the Agoura Village area to “Agoura Village Specific Plan” (AVSP). The 

resolution states that any property currently designated Restricted Open Space (OS-R) is subject 

to Ordinance No. 99-300, which requires voter approval to change the parcel to non-open space 

uses. Redesignating these existing open space parcels to AVSP would not change the 

requirements of the ordinance.  Therefore, these particular parcels would be protected as open 

space, as they currently are by Ordinance No. 99-300, and the AVSP designation would not 

change this provision. In several places in the General Plan, revisions would need to occur to 

fully reference the AVSP designation in the figures, tables and text as necessary during the 

General Plan update process, currently underway.  
 

5.    Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan 

 

Two parcels at the southwestern corner of the Agoura Village Specific Plan area (specifically 

beginning at the southwestern corner of Kanan and Agoura Roads and proceeding southerly and 

westerly) are actually within the Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan area.  The Ladyface Mountain 

Specific Plan, adopted in 1991, is the only other Specific Plan in the City.   

 

Attachment 10 is City Council Resolution No. 08-1505 to approve a Specific Plan Amendment 

to remove the parcels at the southwestern corner of Kanan and Agoura Roads from the Ladyface 

Mountain Specific Plan and place them within the Agoura Village Specific Plan area boundaries. 

No other changes to the Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan are necessary. These parcels constitute 

one of the four corners of the Kanan and Agoura Roads intersection, which is a gateway into the 

Agoura Village area; all other corner parcels at this intersection are within the Agoura Village 

Specific Plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the City Council conduct a public hearing and adopts the resolutions and 

ordinances listed below:  

 

1. Resolution No. 08-1503 to certify the Updated Final RR EIR for the Agoura Village 

Specific Plan; make environmental findings pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Act; adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations; adopt a Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program; and adopt the Agoura Village Specific Plan. 

 

2. Ordinance No. 08-356 to approve a zoning map change in the Agoura Village area 

from the various existing six designations to one designation of “Specific Plan” (SP).    

 

3. Ordinance No. 08-357 to approve a Zoning Ordinance Amendment regarding the 

zone change to “Specific Plan.”  

 

4. Resolution No. 08-1504 to approve a General Plan Amendment to fully incorporate 

the Agoura Village Specific Plan. 

 

 

 



5. Resolution No. 08-1505 to approve a Specific Plan Amendment to the Ladyface 

Mountain Specific Plan to transfer a parcel from that Specific Plan into the Agoura 

Village Specific Plan. 

 
Attachments:   

 

1. Updated Final Revised and Recirculated EIR (August 2008)  

2. Memorandum regarding the EIR 

3. Memorandum  regarding the AVSP 

4. Planning Commission Resolution Nos. 946, 947, 948, 949, and 950. 

5. Minutes from Planning Commission hearing of September 18, 2008 

6. Resolution No. 08-1503 Regarding Certifying the Program Environmental Impact Report for the 

Agoura Village Specific Plan; Making Environmental Findings Pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act; Adopting a Statement of Overriding Considerations; Adopting a 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program; and Adopting the Agoura Village Specific Plan. 

7. Ordinance No. 08-356 Regarding Zone Change 

8. Ordinance No. 08-357 Regarding Zoning Ordinance Amendment 

9. Resolution No. 08-1504 Regarding General Plan Amendment 

10. Resolution No. 08-1505 Regarding Ladyface Mountain Specific Plan Amendment 
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