
 

REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

DATE: DECEMBER 10, 2008 

 

TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

 

FROM: GREG RAMIREZ, CITY MANAGER 

 

BY: MIKE KAMINO, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2008-1509 APPROVING THE CITY 

OF AGOURA HILLS TRAILS AND PATHWAYS MASTER PLAN AND 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION  
 

 
On March 26, 2008, staff made a presentation to the City Council to receive direction on the 
creation of a trails plan for the City.  The City Council provided feedback and direction for the 
Plan and indicated a desire to focus on shorter trails that would be easily accessible to the 
residents and workers in Agoura Hills. This would allow residents to walk or jog, as a form of 
recreation and/or exercise, in locations near their homes and provide trails or pathways for 
workers to walk during their lunch hour.  The Council also requested staff to consider a trail on 
Ladyface Mountain. 
 
The Trails and Pathways Master Plan (Attachment B) is a long-range trail planning document 

that will be used in guiding the creation and maintenance of a citywide trail and pathway 

network. Staff first prepared a preliminary draft Plan which was reviewed by the City Council 

Public Work Subcommittee on May 5, 2008. The Planning Commission then held a public 

hearing on the draft Trails and Pathways Master Plan and Mitigated Negative Declaration on 

November 6, 2008 and recommended approval of the Plan.  The Plan has been modified to 

address all Planning Commission comments.  The Planning Commission staff report, which 

includes a summary of the Plan, is included as Attachment D, and the Mitigated Negative 

Declaration is included as Attachment E. 

The Trails and Pathways Master Plan contains guidelines for the design, maintenance, and 

management of trails in the City, as well as a trails map that identifies existing and the preferred 

location of future trails and pathways in the City.  The Plan identifies three types of trails:  

neighborhood, open space, and equestrian bridle path.  Standards for all three trail types are 

provided in the Master Plan.   It should be noted that the Plan is not intended to show precise 

trail alignments or locations of physical improvements or easements.  Precise locations will be 

developed on a case-by-case basis following appropriate review procedures.  
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Two priority trails proposed in the Trails and Pathways Master Plan are the completion of the 

existing equestrian bridle trail system in the Old Agoura neighborhood and the construction of a 

planned Medea Creek pathway along Medea Creek in the central part of Agoura Hills.  These 

two trail segments are described as follows: 

 

• Old Agoura equestrian trail system which will provide access to an equestrian bridle path 

system planned throughout the Old Agoura community.  

 

• Medea Creek pedestrian/bicycle system which will provide access to a linear scenic 

pathway system traversing the entire community in a north/south direction along Medea 

Creek. 

 
The City Council also expressed an interest in developing a trail that would traverse the length of 
Ladyface Mountain.   This planned trail, as shown on the trails map, could be built in dedicated 
open space areas above the 1,100 elevation or, depending on the topography, the trail may need 
to be built utilizing an easement on private property.  The general location of this trail and the 
access points to Agoura Road are shown on the Trails Map.  As part of the upcoming Ladyface 
Mountain Specific Plan update, a more detailed study can be completed to identify the best 
locations for the trail.  One of the goals would be to provide multiple access points to Agoura 
Road to allow for trail loops to provide opportunities for shorter hikes. 
 

Generally, when selecting the location of the proposed trails shown on the trail map, staff looked 

for opportunities for short trails or trails that allow a user to easily loop back to the starting point.  

Staff also looked at trails that provided connections between trails in the City and to regional 

trails and opportunities to use existing dirt paths or roadways in open space areas to minimize 

this need for the City to construct trails.  Many of the trails and pathways shown on the trails 

map are planned on land owned by a public agency or local homeowners associations.  

 

The Plan is intended to serve as a framework for the development of trails in Agoura Hills.  Once 

a trail or trail segment has been selected for construction, staff will prepare an implementation 

program that provides details regarding, but not limited to, funding, trail type (multi-use or single 

user), agency that will hold the trail easement, and responsibilities for long term trail 

maintenance. In addition, neighborhood meetings will be held.  Effective communication 

between the City and its residents will more likely ensure a system of trails that benefits the 

community in terms of increased recreational opportunities, local economic development, and an 

environmentally sustainable and healthy community.  Also, having an adopted master trails plan 

enhances grant opportunities.   

 

A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared for the Plan and is included as 

Attachment E.  Three comment letters (County of Ventura, U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and 

Wildlife Service and Resource Conservation District) were received.  The letter from the 

Resource Conservation District was received after the Planning Commission hearing.  All of the 

comments received have been incorporated into the project, either as mitigation measures in the 

MND, or as part of the Plan itself. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the City Council conduct a public hearing and adopt Resolution No. 08-1509 

approving the City of Agoura Hills Trails and Pathways Master Plan and the Mitigated Negative 

Declaration. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. City Council Resolution No. 08-1509 

B. Trails and Pathways Master Plan 

C. Planning Commission Resolution 

D. Planning Commission Staff Report 

E. Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 08-1509 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUCIL OF THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS, 

CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS TRAILS AND 

PATHWAYS MASTER PLAN 

 

 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AGOURA HILLS HEREBY FINDS, 

RESOLVES, AND ORDERS AS FOLLOWS: 

  

 WHEREAS, in the General Plan Survey conducted in August 2006, as part of the 

City’s General Plan Update, an overwhelming majority of residents (85%) indicated they 

would support developing a network of pedestrian-friendly paths in the City that would 

allow residents to walk between schools, shopping facilities, libraries, and residences and 

three-quarters (75%) of those who participated in the study supported a multi-use trail 

network for bicycles, horses, and pedestrians; and  

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to City Council direction, staff prepared the Agoura Hills 

Trails and Pathways Master Plan, a long-range trail planning document that will be used 

to create and maintain a citywide trail and pathway network; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council supports the development, maintenance, and 

enhancement of trails and pathways in the City that serve a variety of needs at the 

neighborhood, citywide, and regional level; and 

 

  WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the information contained in the 

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) prepared for the Trails and Pathways Master Plan 

and finds that a MND is appropriate because no significant impacts are anticipated and no 

substantial mitigation planning is necessary for project implementation; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Agoura Hills Planning Commission considered the Trails 

and Pathways Master Plan during a regularly scheduled meeting held on November 6, 

2008; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended that the City Council 
approve the Trails and Pathways Master Plan. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE AGOURA HILLS CITY COUNCIL DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. The City Council considered the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation to adopt the Trails and Pathways Master Plan during a public meeting 
held on December 10, 2008.  
 
 

 



 Section 2. A Trails and Pathways Master Plan is necessary in order to provide 

guidelines for the design, maintenance, and management of trails and pathways, identify 

existing and future trails and pathways, provide an implementation strategy and identify 

potential funding sources for trail construction, maintenance and operation. 

 

 Section 3. The proposed City of Agoura Hills Trails and Pathways Master 

Plan as listed in attached ‘Exhibit B’ is hereby adopted. 

 

 PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 10
th

 day of December, 2008, by the 

following vote to wit: 

 

 AYES:  (   ) 

 NOES:  (   )  

 ABSENT: (   )  

 ABSTAIN: (   ) 

 

       ______________________________ 

         Denis Weber, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Kimberly M. Rodrigues, City Clerk 
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