
REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

DATE: JUNE 10, 2009 

 

TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

 

FROM: GREG RAMIREZ, CITY MANAGER 

 

BY: LOUIS CELAYA, ASSISTANT TO THE CITY MANAGER 

 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT LETTER – COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES PROPOSAL TO 

RENAME “NEGROHEAD MOUNTAIN” TO “BALLARD MOUNTAIN”  

 

 

On May 19, 2009, the City received a request from the Supervisor’s Third District Office to 

consider supporting the County Board of Supervisors (Board) proposal to the U.S. Board on 

Geographical Names, to rename “Negrohead Mountain”, located near Seminole Hot Springs, to 

“Ballard Mountain”.   

 

The renaming of the mountain is to recognize John Ballard, an African American pioneer who 

migrated to Los Angeles during 1800’s, and was an important civic figure in the African 

American community during the early development years of Los Angeles.  He was also one 

seven founding members of the First African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church.  Mr. Ballard 

acquired 160 acres under the Homestead Act, which included the property near Seminole Hot 

Springs.  Historians document that the mountain was given its original name in recognition of the 

Ballard homestead, and is located in between the communities of Agoura Hills, Westlake 

Village, and Malibu. 

 

On February 21, 2009, the Board unanimously approved a motion to submit a formal proposal to 

the U.S. Board on Geographical Names to rename the mountain as a lasting tribute to Mr. 

Ballard’s pioneering spirit duty and civic contributions during the early development years of the 

City of Los Angeles.   

 

The Board’s request was presented to Legislative Committee for its review and received its full 

support.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the City Council approve the letter of support for the County of Los Angeles 

proposal to U. S. Board on Geographical Names to rename “Negrohead Mountain” to “Ballard 

Mountain”, and direct staff to initiate the process required for submittal. 

 
Attachments: Letter Supervisor Yaroslavsky dated May 12, 2009 

  Minutes from the February 24, 2009 Board of Supervisors Meeting 

  Letter of Support dated June 11, 2009 

  Los Angeles Time Article dated February 24, 2009 

  Map of Negrohead Mountain 
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