
REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

DATE: AUGUST 25, 2010 

 

TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

FROM: GREG RAMIREZ, CITY MANAGER 

 

BY: MIKE KAMINO, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

SUBJECT: SECOND EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM ORDINANCE REGARDING 

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 

 

 

The purpose of this item is for the City Council to conduct a public hearing and consider 

adopting an ordinance for a second extension of the interim urgency Ordinance No. 09-369U 

adopted by the City Council on October 14, 2009. The October 2009 interim urgency ordinance 

establishes a temporary moratorium on the approval of specified permits that are required for the 

installation of wireless telecommunications facilities in the City for forty-five (45) days. It 

prohibits the installation of wireless telecommunications facilities throughout the City while the 

City undertakes studies to review the City’s current codes and update them once it is determined 

what conditions and standards should be applicable to future permitting of such facilities.  

 

On November 10, 2009, the City Council held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance No. 09-

370U, approving an extension of Ordinance No. 09-369U. Pursuant to Government Code Section 

65858, and as established by Section 9 of Ordinance No. 09-369U, the interim ordinance was 

extended for an additional period of ten (10) months and fifteen (15) days from October 14, 

2009, and is therefore set to expire on September 25, 2010.  

 

Over the past several months, with consultant assistance, staff has been working on the 

preparation of the Wireless Telecommunications Facilities (WTF) Ordinance. The particular 

tasks accomplished so far are listed further below in this report. While substantial preparation 

work has been completed in order to draft the WTF Ordinance, further coordination with the City 

Council appointed ad-hoc subcommittee is necessary to address the particular details of the WTF 

Ordinance. Staff would then write the WTF Ordinance; prepare and submit for public review the 

corresponding environmental document pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA); and present the ordinance to the Planning Commission for recommendation, followed 

by the City Council for consideration of the ordinance.  

 

Staff anticipates that the remaining work would require approximately three months beyond the 

September 25, 2010 date the first extension of the moratorium is set to expire. Government Code 

Section 65858(a) provides for the extension of the interim urgency ordinance following a public 

hearing, and upon adoption of such an extension by not less than a four-fifths vote of the City 

Council. This Section also allows for a second extension with the same procedures and 



requirements as that of the first extension. Therefore, staff requests that the City Council 

consider adopting Ordinance No. 10-378U, a second extension to interim urgency Ordinance No. 

09-369U. The second extension would expire on September 25, 2011, which is one (1) year from 

the end date of the first extension’s Ordinance No. 09-370U. While the extension under 

Government Code regulations is for a full year, staff anticipates completing the WTF Ordinance 

by the end of 2010. During the extension period, new applications for wireless facilities will 

continue to be accepted and processed, but not acted upon, and existing facilities could continue 

with repair, replacement and maintenance services. 

 

The following serves as the required “written report,” pursuant to Government Code Section 

65858(d), and referenced in Section 8 of Ordinance No. 09-369U. The “written report” is 

required to describe the measures taken to alleviate the conditions that led to the adoption of the 

urgency ordinance.  

 

Since adoption of Ordinance No. 09-369U, as well as the first extension with Ordinance No. 09-

370U, staff has completed the studies it has determined to be necessary and appropriate to make 

a recommendation to the City Council about the structuring of zoning and other necessary 

regulatory controls over the installation, augmentation, relocation and operation of wireless 

telecommunications facilities in the City. This work has been accomplished to continue to study 

the potential impacts such facilities may have on the public health, safety and welfare in order to: 

 

(1) Fully understand the impact associated with the installation of wireless 

telecommunications facilities in the City;  

 

(2) Explore regulatory options that are consistent with state and federal law, as well as the 

Agoura Hills General Plan, for better managing and minimizing the safety, aesthetic, co-

location, and additional management issues implicated by the potential proliferation of 

wireless communications facilities in the City; and 

 

(3) Protect against the intrusion of incompatible and potentially disruptive uses that cause 

blight. 

 

In particular, the following items have been completed: 

 

• Comprehensive assessment of current wireless telecommunications facilities in the City – 

the particular types and locations 

• Review of current and upcoming technology  

• Review of federal and state laws and recent court legislation 

• Survey of WTF regulations of other cities in California 

• Review of options for approaches in developing the ordinance 

• Presentation of discussion item, including staff report, at City Council on July 14, 2010  

• City Council appointment of an ad-hoc subcommittee at its meeting on July 14, 2010 

• Preparation of draft materials for the ad-hoc subcommittee meeting mid-August 2010 

• Preparation of draft outline of the WTF Ordinance 



 

Staff will next complete the following: 

 

• Meet with the ad-hoc subcommittee to formulate the WTF Ordinance 

• Write the WTF Ordinance 

• Prepare the environmental document per CEQA, as well as public review coordination 

 

The goal is to have a comprehensive wireless telecommunications ordinance containing 

standards for the permitting, placement, design and maintenance of wireless communications 

facilities. The ordinance would provide for preservation of land uses and neighborhood 

compatibility while allowing for the orderly development of wireless facilities in accordance 

with federal and state laws.  

 

The Planning and Community Development Department is currently preparing the WTF 

Ordinance, with the help of the City Attorney’s Office, as well as wireless facilities consultants, 

and other City departments, as necessary.  

 

The attached second extension to the urgency ordinance has been reviewed and approved as to 

form by the City Attorney. Also attached for reference is the original interim urgency zoning 

ordinance (Ordinance No. 09-369U), the first extension to the ordinance (Ordinance No. 09-

369U), as well as the associated staff reports to City Council.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the City Council conduct a public hearing; receive and issue a written report; 

and adopt a second extension of the interim urgency ordinance. If the City Council concurs with 

the staff recommendation, the appropriate action would be to make a motion to read by title only 

and adopt Ordinance No. 10-378U. 

 
Attachments:    

1. Ordinance No. 10-378U 

2. Ordinance No. 09-370U (adopted 11-10-09) 

3. Ordinance No. 09-369U (adopted 10-14-09) 

4. Report to City Council dated 11-10-09 

5. Report to City Council dated 10-14-09 
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